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Does Sangai festival have
no room for the physically
challenged people?

They too deserve a chance to witness
the spectacle Mr Tourism Minister

Well when talks about lifting the physically challenged people
is the byline of the politicians particularly Ministers who were/
are in charge of Social Welfare Department , nothing seems
to be done so far to make the differently abled people to avail
the facilities in par with the normal people here in the state
of Manipur.

Promises to treat them under special category turned out to
be cruel jokes of those in power. Even in recruitments to the
government posts except for the name sake reservation of
3%, nothing has been arranged to make them feel free or
cared for. Discrimination and the stigmatization haunted the
life of the disabled people when it comes to every aspects of
life here in the state of Manipur. Viva voce for recruitment in
government jobs are conducted late in the evening which is
the most inconvenient time for the disabled persons. Moreover,
when filling up application forms for application of jobs they
are left to fend for themselves and on their own to struggle
with the common ordinary people.

The latest example seen is the way the disabled people are
being treated in the ongoing Sangai Tourism festival. Of course,
some stalls are reserved for them that too after much pleading
and begging here and there. There are no special facilities
for the disabled people to visit the Sangai festival. Seems
like the department of Tourism has forgotten that the disabled
people are human beings too, able and wanting to enjoy and
appreciate the pleasures and good things in life enjoyed by a
common person.

In our yesterday’s issue we have highlighted the
inconveniences faced by disabled people who come to witness
the Sangai Tourism festival which is underway at Hapta
Kangjeibung Palace compound. For a disabled person it is hard
and most of the times impossible to visit the festival on their
own. Lack of arrangements for ‘barrier-free’ entry and exit
as well as ramps and support rails drives home the glaring
disregard of the organizers for the physically challenged
citizens.

Then the distance from the parking space provided for visitors
at Sangai festival is a bit far even though it is walking distance
for common people. No arrangement is made to make the
disabled people convenient in visiting the Sangai festival venue
from the parking. Besides, there are no separate entry gates
for the disabled people. They have to join the queue along
with the normal people, which appeared as harassment to
them.

Besides, no ramp is seen constructed at the temporary toilet
at the festival site. This attitude of the tourism department
is nothing but the worst form of discrimination to the disabled
people.

Authorities in the Tourism department should remember that
disabled people too have the right to enjoy the Sangai Tourism
festival as should be with every public facilities and utilities
as provided for the persons with disabilities under the
constitution of India.

At least think of the disabled, Mr. Commissioner or Director
or whoever is there in the department of the state tourism
department, They are no lesser human beings, they too have
equal rights with the common people to enjoy and witness the
grand Sangai Tourism festival. In acknowledging and providing
for their special needs, those responsible for the festival
should have displayed their humility, commitment and could
have vindicated their oft-repeated promises of caring for the
differently- abled persons. For now all the smart-talks of
alleviation of the physically challenged persons remains mere
wishful thinking for the people of the state.
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The Srange Hiects of Demonetisation in the Northeast

By Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty owners who, through variouselection was necessitated in thérucks carrying essential
Since Prime Minister Narendraassociations, shot off letters to theonstituency after sitting MLA commodities are stuck on the
Modi announced the Reserve Bank of India and the stat&ansing Rongpi left Congress tohighway

demonetisation of Rs 500 and Rgovernment pointing out “ajoin the BJPRongpi is contesting As per local reports, fuel prices have
1000 notes on the evening ofpossible unrest” among thefrom the constituency as a BJRisen to Rs 500 per litre and cooking
November 8, the northeast has seelabourers due to the non-candidate. gas is now at Rs 3,000 per cylinder
an impact similar to the rest of thedisbursement of wages. In the pas©n November 17, participating inThe organisation has been
country There have been longthere have been several incidenttie demonitisation debate in Rajyapposing the state government’
queues in front of bank#ATM of violence by labourers whenSabha, CPI(M) general secretarylecision to make Sadar Hills and
machines running dry of Rs 100wages were not paid on time. SitaramYechury said, “InAssam, Jiribam into full-fledged districts,
notes and busloads of peopleAware of such incidents, chiefthere is a by-election day afterwhich will re-demarcate the Naga
arriving in towns from villages to minister Sarbananda Sonowatomorrow So for Assam tea inhabited districts of the state. On
queue up for cash without successstepped in on November 10 to direcgardens, the central government islovember 14, the representatives
Many have questioned thedeputy commissioners in everygiving an exemption. But not to of UNC met home ministry officials
government for “not having a plan” district to ask tea garden owner8engal, why? This should bein New Delhi, urging the Centre to
on how to go about executing thehow much cash they required. Orninvestigated. In Maharashtra, theyntervene. The meeting failed to
unusual decision without November 12, state finance ministehave said you can use old notes tbreak the blockade.
inconveniencing common people. Himanta Biswa Sarma toldbuy cinema ticketsYou cant buy Mizoram: Paper replaces money in
Other than these nation-widenewspersons that the PMO madéood but cinema tickets? How area village

impacts, there have also been somspecial arrangements” for the teahese exemptions being decided?"In a state which flaunts the culture
occurrences triggered by thegarden management. Manipur: No newspapers from of Nghahloh Dawr (unmanned
Centres move that are specific toAs per the arrangement, therriday as owners refuse to accept street shops), a novel idea has come
the region.The Wire brings you a management needed to hand ovédrigh denomination notes from out of the demonitisation move.
summary of those impacts. the cheque of the required amourttawkers and distributors In Mizoram's Khawbung village
Assam: Demonetisation affects for weekly payments to theln yet another unusualbordering Myanmara shopkeeper
wages of tea garden labourers, commissioners, who would thendevelopment, newspaper officexcame up with the idea of handing
government steps in withdraw the amount from the bankhave been shut from November 1dver ‘| owe you’ chits quoting the
Unlike in other states, the BJPon behalf of the owners. onwards in Manipyrleaving the amount with a persos’signature,
government irfAssam took a step, In the last assembly polls, the BJRublic with no papers to wake up tato be used for financial transactions
reportedly through “the direct mobilised the votes of the teathis Friday The All Manipur to tide over the sudden cash crunch
intervention of the prime minister garden community (mostly Newspaper Sales and Distributioramong the villagers.

office”, to help tea garden ownerslabourers attached to differentAssociation, Newspaper PublishersP.C. Lalmachhuana, who owns a
to immediately access cash worttgardens) in order to wresissam Association and the Editors’ Guild, hardware shop in the village market,
lakhs of rupees through the locaffrom the Congress. The communityn a meeting, took the decision toshared his idea of using paper as
deputy commissioners’ offices, inhas long been considered thetop the publication of newspaperpromissory notes with other
order to pay their labourers theirtraditional vote base for thein the state, shopkeepers and vegetable sellers,
weekly dues. Congress, particularly in uppersince demonitisation had dried upvho liked it and gave this option to
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About ten lakh tea garden labourerdAssam. On November 19, the statehe availability of lower- customers without liquid cashAs
working in over 900 tea gardens ofwill see by-elections in two denomination notes with theper anAizawl-based reporter
the state survive on payments madeonstituencies. The parliamentarjhawkers and distributors. Since theyBeing a closed community where
in cash every weekendccording constituency of Lakhimpuvacated are no longer legal tender everyone knows everyone, the idea
to Tea Board of India sources inby Sonowal, is particularly crucialnewspaper owners are no longeis really helping both the villagers
Guwabhati, even a medium-rangen terms of votes from the tea gardemccepting Rs 500 and Rs 1000 noteand the shopkeepers there. Because
garden needs liquidity of about Rscommunity As per state BJP from the distributors. of it, there was the usual business
20 lakh for this purpose every Fridaysources, “The party is also looking.ocal news reports quotingon the weekly market day on
or SaturdayAccording to informal with caution on whether thedistributors said, “What has affectedNovember 12.”
data, the industry needs about Réemonitisation decision wouldtheir business is also non-Meanwhile, currency supply
90 crore every week to pay wages.have any effect on its prospects irmvailability of the news notes in thecontinues to be scarce in the capital
Local news reports said the primethe by-election to the Baithalangsdanks and théATMs across the city of Aizawl, with noATMs giving
minister's announcement came as ¢Scheduled Tribe) assembly seat istate.”A joint statement issued onout money and banks running out
bolt from the blue to the gardenKarbi Anglong district.” The November 17 by the association®f cash too often.
said, “We apologise for the public Assam: Bhutanese currency
1 1 inconvenience in this regard.” coming to the rescue of border
‘ Natlonal & Internatlonal NeWS‘ The publishers’ association,residents
speaking to media persons in Imphalo overcome the continuing cash
1 Soldler and 2 mllltants kl"e fter the meeting, urged the centratrunch, villagers along the Indo-
overnment to include mediaBhutan border iPAssam have
. . . organisations in the list of thoseresorted to using Bhutanese
|n encounter |n Bandlpora exempted from the move for npwcurrency As per local media
who are allowed to transact in theeports, the value of these currency
Srinagar, Nov. 25:A soldier and two injuries to a soldigrwho later old notes till November 24. Over 12notes has risen by over 20% in the
militants were killed in Kashmir on succumbed,” a senior police officehewspapers are published irdast few days, to match that of
Friday in a brief gunfight, police said. Manipur, in both English and Indian rupees.
said. ) Exchange of fire was stopped in thgernacular languages. Local residents of Dadguri, Hatisor
The police said troops of the 13area, but a combing operation wa@n Friday a lage number of local and other villages in the stase’
Rashtriya Rifles and specialon. o _ reporters attached to variousKokrajhar district said these
operations group surroundedn a separate operation in Tujjajournalists’ associations joined thecurrencies became “the natural
Manzpora village in Bandiporavillage of Baramulla district, securitypublishers, hawkers andchoice” of financial exchange for
district, following an information forces surrounded a house wheredstributors in a day-long protestthem “as they are easily available
about the militant presence. local militant was in. ~held in ImphalA local journalist due to the open border”. These
"With the break of dawn, the"After persuasion, the militanttold The Wire, “It reminded us of areas neither have any banks nor
flushing out operation was startecsurrendered before the securitp013 when newspapers didn’t hitATM machines.
when the hiding militants openediorces A pistol has been recoveredhe stands for some days.™The nearest bank is 50 km away
indiscriminate fire causing critical from him,” the police said. Distributors refused to pick up Once a week, a van from the State
newspapers from the publisher8ank of India comes with mongy
H H H then due to a threat from “somewhich has not come this week,” a
Noted Journallst Dlleep unwanted elements”, leading thdocal person was heard telling an
government and the publishers tiAssamese news channel.
Padgaon kar passes away urge them not to do so. According to reports, a Bhutanese
Besides newspapers and theote of Rs 500 usually fetches Rs
PTI correspondent after receiving @evere cash crunch, the people of00 in Indian money in these areas.
Pune, Nov 25:Noted journalist doctorate in humanities in 1968. the state, since November 1, havelowever due to the
Dileep Padgaonkawho was a He served the paper in variouglso been reeling under severelemonetisation move, the trend has
member of the three-membercapacities before he was appointeghortage of fuel and otherreversed, leading people “to lose
interlocutors group for Jammu andits editor in 1988, a post he held fonecessities of daily use due to aiiks 100 Indian rupee exchanged for
Kashmit passed away today aftersix years. economic blockade called by theRs 500 Bhutanese monéy
briefillness here. In between, from 1978 to 1986, hdJnited Naga Council (UNC). Many (CourtesyThe Wire)
72-yearold Padgaonkara former also worked with UNESCO in
editor of The Times of India, was Bangkok and Paris.
unwell for past several weeks andPadgaonkar was appointed as one
died at a hospital in Pune, familyof the members of the three-membe
sources said. Interlocutors Group on Jammu and
Padgaonkar began his career iKashmir set up by the governmen
journalism at an early age and joinedhfter continuous unrest in thalley
the Times of India as its Parisin 2008.
Death to” In |raq bomb Manipur Legislativé\ssembly Secretariat that the viva-voce/intervigw
Clal med by IS rlses to 73 will be held on 26-1-2016 at 1:00am in the dice room of Secretary
Manipur LegislativéAssembly Secretariat.
Baghdad, Nov 25: Iraqi hospital place at a gas station on a majar All the candidates are, therefore, informed to appear in the viva-voce/
and police officials say the deathhighway near the city of Hilla. The | interview on the dates mentioned above along with their origjnal
toll from a car bombing south of officials spoke on condition of | certificate & testimonials etc. without fail.
Baghdad claimed by the Islamicanonymity because they were not
State group has risen to 73,authorized to talk to the media. | Time of reporting : 10:38M
including about 40 Iranian IS claimed the attack in a statement, Time of interview : 1:00AM onwards

pilgrims. saying it was a suicide truck bomb| Venue Assembly Secretariat.

The officials said Friday that 65 The bombing appears to havg Sd/-

people were wounded in thetargeted a bus with Iranian pilgrims G Tapankumar Sharma
attack. Earlierthey had put the heading home after a major Shiitg Deputy Secretary (Admn),

death toll from the Thursday nightreligious observance in the hol
bombing at 56. The attack tookcity of Karbala.
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